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Estimates   of  the  numbers  of  man-hours   of  farmwork 
for   1955  that  were  presented  in  the   original  version  of 
this   report  were  based  chiefly  on  the  September   1955 
"Crop  Production"   report  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service.     The  annual  summary  "Crop  Production"  report 
released  in  December  indicated  that  1955  production  of 
many  crops  was   significantly  higher  than  that  envisaged 
by  the  September  report.      It  was  deemed  desirable, 
therefore,    that  the   estimates   of  m.an -hours   of  labor  be 
revised  to   conform  with  current  estimates   of  acreage 
and  production. 
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Farmwork  in  the  United  States   took  about  the   same   total  number  of 
man-hours   in   1955   as   in   1954.      Livestock   as   a  whole  took  less   labor  in 
1955  but  this   was   more  than  offset  by  additional  time  for   crops   (table  1). 
Although  fewer  acres   were  planted  to   crops   in   1955,    extra  time  was 
used   for  harvesting  the   record  yields. 

Of  the  livestock,    hogs    and   cattle,    except   milk   cows,    required   more 
labor  in   1955  than  in  the  previous   year  because  of  greater  numbers. 
Less   time  was   used  for   other  kinds   of  livestock.      Nunabers   of  horses 
and  mules   on  farms   dropped  to  a  new  low,    and   9  percent  less   labor  was 
spent  in  caring  for  the   remaining  animals   than  in   1954. 

Corn,    hay,    cotton,    and  fruits   and  nuts   were  the   important  labor- 
using   crops   that  took   a  greater  number  of  man-hours   in    1955  than  in 
1954.      The   extra  time   for   corn  was   needed  to  gather  the  high  yields. 
This   was   particularly  true   in  the  South,    where  the  greatest  increase  in 
yield  occurred   and  where  hand  picking  still  predominates.      About   7  per- 
cent  more  hay  and  forage  was   harvested  last  year  than  in    1954   and  the 
percentage   increase  in  time  used  in  producing,    harvesting,    and  storing 
it  was   almost  as   large. 

Because  of  record  high  yields   in   1955,    about   7  percent   more   cotton 
was   picked  from   12  percent  fewer  acres   than  in  the  previous   year.     The 
drop   from   19.3   million  acres   in   1954  to   16.9   million  last  year  resulted 
in  a  significant   saving  in  labor  up  to  picking  time.      It  was    estimated 
that   22  percent   of  the   crop  was   machine  picked  or  stripped;   the   same 
proportion   as   in   1954.       On  this   acreage,    the   additional   yield   took  very 
little   additional  time.      Consequently,    the  big  crop  was   produced   and 
harvested  with  relatively  few  additional   man-hours   of  labor. 


Despite  the  poor  crops   in  some   areas,    such  as   the  peach   crop   in 
the   Southeastern  States,    there   were   more  total   fruits   and  nuts   in   1955 
than   a  year   earlier.       As   these   crops   are  handled   chiefly  by  hand,    the 
higher  production  resulted  in   a  rise   in  needs   for   labor,    particularly 
during  the   harvest   season. 

Significantly  less   labor  was   needed  for  wheat,    tobacco,    and   sugar 
crops   because  of  reduced   acreage   in   1955.      In  each  instance,    however, 
the  decrease  in  labor  was   less  than  proportional  to  the   drop  in  acreage 
because  of  greater  yields. 

Data  in  table   2  indicate  that  the   farmi  job  took  less   time  during  the 
first   9   months    of   1955  than  a  year   earlier   and   more  time   during  the 
last   3   months.       The   greatest   decreases   occurred  in   May,    June,    and 
July.       They  reflect  the   sm.aller  job  of  putting  in  and  tending  the   reduced 
acreage  of  crops.       The  task  of  harvesting  the  higher  yields   of  many 
crops   is   indicated  by  the   rise   in  number  of  miaji-hours   of  work  during 
October,    November,    and  December. 

Many  influences  have   contributed  to  the  longtimie  downward  trend  in 
use   of  labor  on  farms  that  is   shown  dn  table   3.       The   relatively  small 
change  from   1954  to   1955  is   the   result  of  changes   in  many    interrelated 
factors,    such  as   acreages   of  different   crops,    numbers   of  different   kinds 
of  livestock,    yields,    practices   used,    and  advances   in  farm  mechanization. 

No  attempt  was   made  to  convert  the   man-hours  presented  in  this 
report  to  number  of  workers.      The  number  of  individuals   needed  for  a 
particular  period  or  job  is   determined  by  naany  things --weather,    type  of 
worker  used,    worktime  available,    and  work  methods   followed.      But  the 
data  on  man-hours   do  provide   an  overall  measure   of  the   amount  of  work 
done. 


Table    1.  -   Labor  used  on  farms:      Man-hours   of  labor  for   all  farmwork,    by  enterprises. 

United   States,     1954-55   \] 


Enterprise 


1954 


Indicated 
1955   2/ 


1955   as   a 

percentage 

of  1954 


Milk  cows 

Other  cattle 

Hogs 

Sheep  and  wool   

Poultry   3^/ 

All  productive  livestock  4/ 

Horses  and  mules 

All  livestock 

Corn 

Feed  grains  other  than  corn  ■ 

Hay  --- 

Wheat 

Food  grains  other  than  wheat 

Vegetables 

Fruits   and  nuts 

Sugar  crops   

Cotton 

Tobacco  

Oil  crops 

All  crops    bj 

Farm  maintenance   6/    

All  farmwork ■ 


Million 
man-hours 

2,722 
923 

I 

125 

1,  197 


918 
372 
521 
223 
51 
164 
700 
113 
382 
787 
175 


6,632 


2,  211 


14, 738 


Million 
man-hours 

2,689 
927 
574 
123 

1.  191 


943 
387 
556 
205 
45 

1,162 
710 
104 

1,392 
750 
186 


6,  665 


2,  213 
14,750 


Percent 

98.8 

100.4 

106.  9 

98.4 

99.  5 


5.633 

5,  633 

100.0 

262 

239 

91.  2 

5,  895 

5,872 

99.6 

102.7 

104.0 

106.7 

91.9 

88.  2 

99.8 

101.4 

-92.0 

100.7 

95.3 

106.  3 


100.  5 


100.  1 
100.  1 


1/    Man-hours   are  in  terms   of  the  time  required  by  average  adult  male  workers. 

2/    Based   on  December    1955  "Crop  Production"    report   (annual   summary)    and   other   releases   of  the 
Agricultural  Estimates  Division,    Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 

"ij    Includes  labor  used  on  chickens   raised,    hens   and  pullets   for   egg  production,    broilers,    and 
turkeys. 

AJ    Includes,    in  addition  to  the  livestock  listed  above,    the  labor  used  on  minor  livestock  enterprises, 
such  as  goats,    bees,    ducks,    and  geese. 

5^/    Includes,    in  addition  to  the   crops  listed  above,    the  labor  used  on  minor  crops,    such  as  broom- 
corn,    hops,    and  popcorn. 

6^/    Includes  labor  used  for  fencing,    repairs  to  buildings,    machinery  and  equipment,    farm  woods, 
permanent  pastures,    general  land  maintenance,    farm  business,    and  other  miscellaneous   work.      Com- 
puted at  15  percent  of  all  farmwork. 


Table    2.  -   Labor  used  on  farms:      Man-hours   of  labor  for  all  farmwork, 
by  months,    United  States,    1954-55   L' 


Months 


Indicated 
1955   2/ 


•            1955 

as   a 

perc 
of 

entage 
1954 

Perc 

ent 

99. 

3 

98. 

6 

98. 

9 

98. 

6 

98. 

0 

97. 

6 

98. 

3 

98. 

8 

99. 

4 

108. 

0 

105. 

4 

100. 

6 

January- - 
February- 
March 


April- 
May-- 
June- 


July 

August  

September 
October  -- 

November 
December 

Total  -- 


Million 
man-hours 

942 

979 
1,  170 
1,342 
1,428 
1,398 
1,316 
1,304 
1,444 
1,  329 
1,  123 

963 


14,738 


Million 
man-hours 

935 
965 
1,  157 
1,323 
1,400 
1,  365 
1,294 
1,  288 
1,435 
1,435 
1,  184 
969 


14,  750 


100.  1 


Ij      See   footnote    1,    table    1. 
2/      See  footnote   2,    table    1. 


Table  3.  -  Labor  used  on  farms:    Man-hours  of  labor  for  crops,    livestock, 
and  all  farmwork.   United  States,   selected  periods  and  years,    1910-55  \J 


Year 


All 
crops 


All  pro- 
ductive 
livestock 
21 


Horses 

and 
mules 


AJl  farmwork 


Man-hours 


Index 
1947-49  =  100 


1910-14  --- 

1915-19  --- 

1920-24  --- 

1925-29  --- 

1930-34  --- 

1935-39  --- 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955  3/  --- 


Million  Million  Million  Million 

man-hours    man-hours   man-hours    man-hours 


12,  963 
12,932 
12,471 
12,768 
11, 665 
10,906 

10,374 
9,938 

10,311 
9,  893 
9,912 

9,080 
8,  860 
8,  535 
8,498 
8,  144 

7,060 
7,421 
7,  126 
7,008 
6,  632 

6,  665 


4,  836 

5,  122 
5,244 


5, 

495 

5, 

982 

5, 

827 

6, 

043 

6, 

186 

6, 

544 

6, 

867 

6, 

725 

6, 

446 

6, 

142 

5, 

830 

5, 

529 

5. 

481 

5, 

487 

5, 

503 

5, 

506 

5, 

539 

5, 

633 

5,  633 


1,  859 

1,973 

1,906 

1,651 

1,  349 

1,091 

960 
918 
867 
820 
773 

716 

658 
589 
522 
454 

396 
363 
323 
290 
262 

239 


23, 127 
23,  561 
23,083 
23,428 
22,  348 
20,969 


20, 

443 

20, 

049 

20, 

849 

20, 

682 

20, 

482 

19, 

108 

18, 

423 

17, 

593 

17, 

il6 

16, 

563 

15, 

227 

15, 

632 

15, 

241 

15, 

103 

14, 

738 

14,750 


135 

138 

135 

137 

131 

123 

120 
117 

122 
121 
120 

112 
108 
103 
100 

97 

89 
91 
89 
88 
86 

86 


1/   See  footnote   1,    table    1. 

2/   For  livestock  included  see  footnote   4,    table   1. 

3/    See  footnote   2,    table   1. 


